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short, intelligible to those at least who know Greek, free of
barbarism, and above all pronounceable. As to barbarism, it
might indeed be desired that the man of science should always
call in the man of Greek composition as godfather to his gas or
his process; but it is a point of less importance. Every one has
been told at school how telegram ought to be telegrapheme; but
by this time we have long ceased to mourn for the extra syllable,
and begun seriously to consider whether the further shortening
into wire has not been resisted as long as honour demands.
Among other arts and sciences, that of lexicography happens
to have found convenient a neologism that may here be used to
help in the very slight classification required for the new words
we are more concerned with—that is, those whose object is
literary or general, and not scientific. A 'nonce-word' (and the
use might be extended to 'nonce-phrase' and 'nonce-sense'—
the latter not necessarily, though it may be sometimes, equiva-
lent to nonsense) is one that is constructed to serve a need of the
moment. The writer is not seriously putting forward his word
as one that is for the future to have an independent existence;
he merely has a fancy to it for this once. The motive may be
laziness, avoidance of the obvious, love of precision, or desire
for a brevity or pregnancy that the language as at present con-
stituted does not seem to him to admit of. The first two are
bad motives, the third a good, and the last a mixed one. But in
all cases it may be said that a writer should not indulge in
nonce-words unless he is quite sure he is a good writer.
The couch-bunk under the window to conceal the summerly rediner.
—MEREDITH.
The adjective is a nonce-sense, summerly elsewhere meaning
'such as one expects in summer'; the noun is a nonce-word.
In Christian art we may clearly trace a parallel regenesis.—spencer.
Opposition on the part of the loquentlywesiker of the pair.—meredith.
Ptcturesquities.—sladen.
The verberant twang of a musical instrument.—meredith.
A Russian army is a solid machine, as many war-famous generals
have found to their cost.—Times.

